..and broad. It seems clear that attitudes:
in the Capitol and the country. now -

-an absence of scruple. One shudders to

' _ tation if a white-collar criminal, for in"
- tion of our official assassinations of

. 'i‘akoma-Parlc
“lead to.the.appointment of a- profes

- Reagan administration is to make ‘the
- restoration of confidence in and within -
. the CIA a cornerstone of i i

" chance to. consider the overall. course:
“ being set for the agency now, and par

*ever, should not be onfused .with li-

s primarily an intelligence -organiza-
tion, founded at a scarystime in. us

|

|
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They must be rolling in the aisles at

the Kremlin. Qur spy master bugggd :

by a couple of stockbrokers?
CHARLES TILFORD
Gaithersburg.. ) P

4 N N .
When it's a matter.of the character”:”

of a prospective head of CIA covert
operations, this country can ill-afford

think of the consequences for our repu-

stance,:or someone under the.merest
suspicion of being such, were to be en-
trusted. with the planning and execu-:

lected foreign leaders and destabiliza
tions of selected foreign governments!:
.+ JARUS KEVIN QUINN

The lféélgnatldhk'dfi Max Hugel 'may’

sional to the pesition of deputy. direc
tor of operations; badly needed if th

awareness and activity, .:
The Hugel hullabaloo also offe

ticipation in the debate should be open

offer the CIA a latitude it has not en<:
Joyed since the late 1960s. That, how-

hat ths CIA

ey
~ : ekt

-covert action may be planned and un-.

= outcome it seeks,~u+ g ,
-~ ¥ Let the Hugel hurrah give the ad- -

“ Maxﬁugel—-And After=

history to collect information of rele- .
vance to the American position in the

- world and to offer dispassionate analy- -
- ses. to the American president. That -
;- process of collection and analysis of in-

ormation i3 just what any person goes

through before making a personal deci-.
:sion of consequence. It is foolish. to put
moral judgment on it; without such a

lind into a hazardous world. >

7

and early:1950s-that. the role of. the .
covert: actor: for-the U.S. government”

the actions'undertaken were by presi-:]

“worried: that. the central intelligence -:

association. with. executive. action. In-
.deed, that Tole:was distorted—badly )
80. - ) L = S e .

. The Reagan- administtation’ muses.
about a revival of covert action capa-
‘bilities—repeal of the Clark.Amend-.
ment, and 30 on.. The president and his .
men should approach this with great

mind: ‘no- matter how thoughtfully a

dertaken, its .consequences are never.

predictable. The variables are just too|
--great, and the United States can rarely

control. enough of them to

ensure the’
gnsure the,

R 23

inistration - pause aswit charts: the”
I BRIt L e e T S T

a3 takenon’ by (thrust upon?)” the =
1A, It-was the covert action programs .- -,
: of the!CIA that drew most of the fire' -7*(
“down .upon-the agency in the last 15 4
‘years, an irony of no small magnitude;
-to. those' who knew that almost; all of q°

dential directive as well as to those.who .|
‘role would be distorted by-its uneasy:: |

caution; keeping one point . clearly in | -

course for the CIA in-its time. Let the
congressional intelligence -oversight
committees join in considering the im-
plications of frankly politica} appoint-
ments to critical professional positions

- within the agency. Letthe country

consider what it wants. from- its secret .

«intelligence. organization:+If the CIA:
- fails in the moment of: international -
rocess, ‘the.-United States. would. g0 -crisis—for want of professional leader- -

i» ‘s Ship or presidential and national confi- .

71t was only later—in the late 19405 ... dence-in the agencythat failure may:

engulfusall ... 5.
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